GOOD   TACTICS

Lane did not invite the author of these lines to fight a
duel; he invited him to dinner, to meet some of the
victims of his satire. The result was that in due course
The Eodley Head published The Batt/c of the Bays, in
which these uncomplimentary lines were included and
which proved not only one of the wittiest collections of
the century but also one of Lane's most effective adver-
tisements. Punch summed up the situation neatly in its
issue of the 6th March, 1897, with the following rhyme,
entitled 'The Uses of Parody7:

'It was a man of modest wits
Who dealt in vacant chaff";
He did a little book of skits
To make the people laugh.

A fleeting vogue such things will win,

And he was asked to dine
To meet a-many people in

The literary line.

Pride battled in his breast with fear;

He knew his low degree;
He doubted if he dare appear

In such society.

For here would muster men of fame,

Impaled upon his pen;
If they should recognise his name.

What might not happen then?

Stars of the upper firmament,

Lights of a lurid age.
Their dignity might well resent

A puppy's persiflage.
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